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N August 8, 1936, at the' Eagle's Nest,' in the Vallee des Fonds 
on the Col de l'Echaud route, about 2000 ft. above the village 
of Sixt, Edith Sarah Norton passed away, aged 8 I. She was 

the eldest daughter of the late Sir Alfred Wills, Judge of the High Court 
and third President of the Alpine Club (I864), sister of the late J. T. 
and W. A. Wills both distinguished members, the latter Ron. Sec. 
(I897- I9oo) and mother of two members, Brigadier E. F. Norton 
and Major J. H. Norton, as well as of the late Commander Eric Norton, 
R.N., a keen mountaineer though not a member of the Club. 

Mrs. Norton had been ailing for some years, but was fortunately 
well enough to go again this year to the Alpine home which she had 
first visited at the age of five. It was her fifty-fifth visit. She was 
buried in the village of Sixt, amid her lifelong beloved surroundings. 
This is what she would have desired ; and for those who are still here, 
mourning must be tempered with thanksgiving. 

The early history of the famous chalet was told by Alfred Wills in 
The Eagle's Nest (Longmans, I86o) a book well known as one of the 
early Alpine classics. The plans were drawn by Mrs. Norton's mother 
-the first Mrs. Wills (nee Martineau), who was by a cruel fate (a sudden 
disastrous illness) never destined to inhabit it. Later on it was added 
to in order to meet family and hospitable demands, but a charming 
picture of its early appearance is found in A.J. 27~ 48. 

The late Lady Wills (nee Taylor), Sir Alfred's second wife, was 
hostess for many years; while in I904 the Judge 'made a gift of the 
"Eagle's Nest" to his daughter, Mrs. Edward Norton' (A.J. 27. 53), 
who had thus been in actual possession for thirty-two years. 

Both the Wills and Norton children spent much of their holiday 
time at the ' Eagle's Nest,' and many besides those already alluded to 
became nimble and sure-footed mountaineers in this excellent school, 
while four or five generations of guests must have carried away happy 
memories of the ' overwhelming hospitality of the chalet' (A.J. 27. 
5 I). Among the first batch of the endless succession of visitors were 
Loppe, Adams-Reilly, and Henry Pasteur one of Sir Alfred' soldest 
friends, a constant lover of the Alps, a sketcher of mountain scenes, 
whose work one hopes has been preserved, and Vice-President of the 
Alpine Club in 1893. Henry Pasteur married a sister of Dr. Marcet 
(F.R.S.), also a member of the Club. They had two sons William 
and Charles both members, and three daughters, all of whom were 
keen climbers. Charles has two sons who are members ; one of the 
daughters (Lady Morse) widow of our late President is the mother 
of another member; while Joyce, younger daughter of Dr. William 
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Pasteur, is the wife of Brigadier E. F. Norton, and herself a keen 
mountaineer. So that the Wills and Pasteur families are friendly and 
allied rivals far ahead of Mathews, Whympers, Gardiners, Pilkingtons, 
Donkins, or any others, as begetters of ' hereditary mountaineers '
a process still in lively progress, and which has been, as already indi
cated, by no means confined to one sex ; for some of the ladies not 
yet alluded to,_ and of two generations, have climbed, as the guides 
say, 'like chamois,' while some of the men have been as competent 
as the dozen or so who became members of the Club. 

The goodly company who are welcoming the latest recruit to the 
Celestial Mountains may well look down with pride and pleasure on 
their early associations, and on all that has transpired since Alfred 
Wills in 1857 ' first saw the Plateau des Fonds,' fell in love with it, and 
thought 'What a glorious site it would be for a chalet' 1 (A.J. 27. so). 

CLAUDE WILSON. 

1 The chalet is no-vv inherited by Brigadier and Major Norton, together with 
their two sisters, Lady Wardrop and Mrs. Mason, who propose to run it 
between them. Editor . 
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